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I saw Zoey’s post on Facebook 
and the story of her rescue by 
the inspector of Middelburg 
SPCA at that time, Ian Lombard. 

She was rescued in June 2012 at an 
industrial area in Middelburg. When 
I showed my vet the photograph, he 

said for her hair to have grown so 
long she must have been there for 
about two years at least.

It’s very difficult to understand that 
people just walked past her on a daily 
basis, doing absolutely nothing. 

One day someone eventually de-
cided to phone the SPCA and said, 
“Please come and fetch this thing 
that’s lying here!”
 
A SCARED AND BROKEN SOUL
I remember seeing this scared and 
broken little soul and thinking to 
myself there’s no way that I’m going 
to allow her to ever go through any 
kind of suffering again. She’ll never 
experience hunger or abuse ever 
again.
 
I phoned the Middelburg SPCA and 
said that I’d like to adopt her. Taking 
my two fur kids with me, I got in my 
car to go and see Zoey and pay the 
adoption fee. 

When I saw her she promptly stole 
my heart. I unfortunately couldn’t 
take her with us immediately, even if 
I so badly wanted to because it was 
winter and she couldn’t stop shiv-
ering. They first had to do a home 
check and she had to be sterilised. 
 
COMING HOME
Two days later, I drove to Middel-
burg and fetched our little girl, but 
this time my daughter came with me 
and she immediately fell asleep on 
Enid’s lap. They’ve been inseparable 
ever since.
 
We don’t know all she had to endure 
in the approximately two years she 
was homeless, and we never will. 
She was terrified of thunder and 
tried to hide when there was a storm, 
and I often wondered how fearful 
she must have been when she was all 
alone in the industrial area of Mid-
delburg. Enid bought her a thunder 
jacket and it helps a lot, so much so 
that when there is thunder, she no 
longer hides. 

FOREVER HOME
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HEALING WITH LOVE
When Zoey walks, she still walks with her legs widely 
apart as if still wearing the heavily matted, muddy hair. 
The hair that was hanging over her eyes also caused 
damage, but this amazing little girl with the heart of a 
lion doesn’t let anything get her down. We learn a lot 
from her and her resilience is amazing. She’s always 
friendly, happy and well behaved. At one stage we even 
considered having her trained to be a therapy dog as she 
brings a calmness to everyone who comes into contact 
with her. Children are always drawn to her and invaria-
bly want to pet her – and she gladly obliges.
 
Zoey has what we call a “happy dance” that she does 
when we either go jogging or hiking and we put on our 
running shoes. As soon as the leash comes out she knows 

that she’s going 
with mom and 
dad – which of 
course is most of 
the time. She’s so 
good now that 
she goes off leash 
nearly every-
where. She also likes it when either Thomas or Enid carry 
her, holding onto their arms like a child.
 
PART OF THE FAMILY 
Zoey and Enid have an incredible bond. She was ring 
bearer at Enid’s wedding when she married Thomas Pot-
gieter.  Enid says – “It was so obvious to us and everyone 
who knows us that Zoey would be part of our wedding. 
She is our little girl, she is family. We would never have 
done it without her. She was our little ring bearer on our 
wedding day and she made me calm. We love her more 
than words could ever describe.”
 
As humans we will never understand the forgiving heart 
of a rescue animal. Although they’ve been hurt, betrayed, 
abandoned and abused by humans, they never carry hate 
or resentment, unlike humans. They’re such forgiving 
and loving souls. Zoey has taught our family a lot.

ZOEY BEFORE

From the streets
 to a treasured part

 of the family
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